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The Crucible

Act IV

1. Why do you think Miller opens Act IV with a scene of madness- that of Tituba and Goody Good?
2. Judge Hathorne believes that Reverend Parris is a bit unsteady of late.  What does Cheever believe to be the cause of this strange behavior?

3. What bad news does Parris bring to Danforth and Hathorne?

4. Abigail and Mercy have fled out of fear.  What turn of events has caused them to suddenly be so afraid?

5. Why does Reverend Parris wish that one of the condemned such as Rebecca or Martha confesses?

6. Reverend Parris begs Danforth for a postponement because he sees signs of a discontent in the village which will probably result in a riot.  What are some of these signs of discontent?
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*


*
7. Why won’t Danforth receive any plea for pardon or postponement?

8. According to Hale, how have the trials destroyed the village?

9. What are Hale’s reasons for wanting to obtain a confession from any one of the victims awaiting execution?

10. What are Proctor’s reasons for considering a confession to witchcraft even though he knows he’s innocent?

11. Why can Elizabeth offer no advice to John in his last moral agony (that of a confession or no confession)?

12. What details of the confession procedure convince John it is evil and cause him to falter in his confession?

13. What is ironic about Danforth’s statement that he cannot accept a false confession?

14. When John tears up his confession, Reverend Hale calls it vain pride.  What does Elizabeth call it, and what does she mean?

15. A crucible is a vessel used for melting material that requires a high degree of heat, and thus the word has also come to mean a “severe test or trial.”  Why is the title, The Crucible, appropriate?
